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There is a common misconception that the technology of our age both stunts the growth of, and 
undermines the need for, the development of personal relationships. After witnessing the effect that 
technology has had on my classmates and I, I have to disagree. As Carly Fiorina once put it, "Many 
people see technology as the problem behind the so-called digital divide. Others see it as the solution. 
Technology is neither. It must operate in conjunction with business, economic, political and social 
systems." The technology at my high school works to do just that. We aren't hiding behind computer 
screens; we're using them to grow. Utilized correctly, technology can connect the student in Japan to 
the student in Florida. It can enhance the learning of students to fit the evolving world we live in today 
and prepare us for the world tomorrow. We learn to work with others in order to actively contribute in 
today's world. 
 
A high school's main purpose is to prepare their students for college and the world thereafter. 
Technology is a pivotal part of our world, and therefore without technology in schools, a high school 
isn't fully doing their job. As a senior in high school looking to start the rest of my life, it's reassuring to 
know that there are so many skills and tools available to me that I will need in our modern business 
world. I can take several classes in computer programming, take tests and receive my grade in a matter 
of seconds, and connect with groups of students to solve a set of problems. The entire world is at my 
fingertips. 
 
At the start of our 2011 school year, Administration introduced the TEAL labs. TEAL stands for 
Technology-Enhanced Active Learning and represents just that. These labs, now all throughout campus, 
are glass-walled classrooms with touch screen televisions, projectors, microphones, and more. We 
gather into groups, each assigned to one of these TVs, where we work to solve real-world problems in 
areas ranging from calculus to literature and everywhere in between. Here, we don't just Google the 
answers to questions. We use the information we already know to organize our thoughts into work that 
reflects the knowledge of our group as a whole.  
 
To accompany our learning, every student in the school has their own iPad. These iPads allow us to do 
work anywhere and everywhere we want. Our textbooks, notes, study guides, and projects are all on 
these devices. While the students love the lighter load in their backpacks, the teachers can't complain 
either. Grade books are entirely online, the tests are graded automatically, and our assignments must be 
in by a specific time-- no late work allowed; no excuses. 
 
Technology has been influential in my learning throughout high school. While paper and pencil are 
great, computers allow for the efficiency and productivity needed to compete in our fast-paced world. 
We use technology as an assistant in working with each other, developing skills, displaying discipline, 
and learning priceless information that will aid in our future studies and careers. It is important to note 
that technology in schools is not replacing the need for personal relationships. In fact, at my school, it is 
enhancing them. Here, we have been taught to utilize the resources we have to cooperate with other 
students and foster life-long relationships. To receive an education without the use of technology would 
be putting students at a great disadvantage. It is imperative that we leave high school having already 
developed these skills to be able to better enhance our futures. 


